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Stakeholders Consultation Workshop on Draft Bihar State Policy for the Empowerment of Persons with Disabilities

Background

Department of Social Welfare (DoSW), Government of Bihar is the nodal department for the care and
protection of persons with disabilities (PwDs). With a view to bring the PwDs in the mainstream of Society,
Department of Social Welfare has come up with a draft policy for the empowerment of the PwDs. The draft
has been prepared with a consultation from Shri Samir Ghosh, well-known consultant on disability. The
national and international efforts in the direction of empowerment of PwDs include ‘National Disability
Policy’, 2006 and United Nations Convention on Rights of the Persons with disabilities (UNCRPD), 2007. Draft
of the State policy is an effort to implement the national and international commitments for the PwDs at

grassroots levels in the state of Bihar for empowering 23,31,009 PwDs of the State.

The policy was formulated through a participatory consultative process that included various stakeholders
including PwDs, parents’ groups, caregivers, professionals from the field, NGOs and representatives from
relevant government departments. There were series of workshops, interviews and discussions at State and
district levels, which led to the production of a ‘Green Paper’ that was subjected to a broad consultative
process, attended by the Secretaries to the Government of Bihar, facilitated and chaired by the Chief
Secretary, Government of Bihar. The policy is a detailed document encompassing policy statement, legal
framework, basic premise, policy objectives/purpose, guiding principles, target groups, sector wise policy

statement, programme implementation, monitoring and compliance.

In order to keep the spirit of the policy fully participative where the primary stakeholders are able to express
fully their views to be included in the policy, a consultation workshop was organized by SAKSHAM, DoSW on
10™ July, 2015 at Hotel Patliputra Ashoka. Representatives of concerned departments, representatives of

civil society, the PwDs and their parents participated in the workshop.

Workshop Objectives

Keeping in view the above, the following were the objectives;
a) To present the Bihar State policy for empowerment of PwDs to the stakeholders

b) To held detailed discussion with the stakeholders on various aspects of the policy

Workshop Methodology

The workshop was conducted with a mixed methodology of both plenary and group discussion to ensure the
maximum participation from the stakeholders. The arrangements were made in a round table format so that
the participants were able to discuss among themselves on each of the points being stated in the plenary.

There were altogether 13 groups. Some consideration were specifically done to group the parents and care

1Source: Census 2011

D-103, Natasha Hill View, N.I.B.M. Road, Kondhwa, Pune - 48. Tele/Fax 912040055371 website:www.shodhana.org Reg.No.C.I.N.U 74140 PN 2002 PTC 017117
Page 1



Stakeholders Consultation Workshop on Draft Bihar State Policy for the Empowerment of Persons with Disabilities

givers together, the visually challenged as one group and a group of deaf and hearing impaired participants
along with a sign language interpreter. The sessions were divided into 4 sections;
a) Theinaugural with inputs from a learned keynote speaker who happened to be head of the
department on English in the University of Patna and a visually challenged himself.
b) The second part was a plenary to discuss on the first part of the policy which included Introduction,
Policy Primary Statements, Basic Premise, Policy Objectives and Guiding Principals
c) The third section was the group discussion and presentations where participants gave their inputs on
the overall policy
d) The last and the final section was again a plenary where sectoral inputs were discussed in great

details and inputs received from the participants which were noted directly into the computer

Workshop Proceedings
Day I - 10t July 2015

The inaugural session of the workshop began with lamp lighting by Shri Arvind Chaudhary, Secretary, DosW,
Shri Khurshid Alam, Commissioner, Disability, Shri Vaidyanath Yadav, Director, Social Security and Disability,
Shri Imamuddin Ahmad Director-SW and Shri Samir Ghosh, Consultant Disability.

The lamp lighting ceremony was followed by a welcome note by Shri Vaidyanath Yadav, Director, Social
Security and Disability. Mr. Arvind Kr. Chaudhary, Secretary, SW presented a brief outline of the efforts of

government of Bihar to integrate the PwDs in the mainstream of society. He briefed on the methodology for

implementing the policy at the grassroots level.

Inauguration of the workshop Welcome speech by Director, Social Security and
Disability
“Result of UPSC, 2015 is gender inclusive as well as “Ms. Ira Singhal, UPSC topper, 2015 is a person with
disability inclusive with a PwD as the topper and with  disability. With her strong determination and competence,

women on the top four positions. This reflects the she has proved that PwDs are not inferior to any person in
positive changes appearing in the society.” - Shri any aspect and they can also contribute meaningfully
Arvind Kr. Chaudhary, Secretary, DoSW towards building the nation.” - Shri Imamuddin Ahmad,

Director, SW cum CEO, SAKSHAM
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Stakeholders Consultation Workshop on Draft Bihar State Policy for the Empowerment of Persons with Disabilities

The proceedings of the workshop moved ahead with a presentation on the policy by Mr. Samir Ghosh.

Based upon the presentation, participants were divided into several groups to discuss and present their

views on the policy. The post-lunch session had presentations by the participants. Following is a thematic

summary of the presentations:

[l ¥
"."""’

BN\

Policy Presentation by Consultant SAKSHAM

Attitudinal
sensitisation

changes/Awareness building/mass

Suggestions to be included in document of the
draft policy for PwDs

e Need of ruling out misconceptions regarding
children of parents with disabilities. There is a
misconception in the society that children of the
PwDs are also born as PwDs. The misconception
needs to be ruled out and positive messages
need to be disseminated to the society.

e Need of spreading political awareness so that
PwDs can have proper knowledge about the
existing platforms through which they can be
listened to or through which they can raise their
voice.

e HIV/AIDS awareness knowledge to be created
among PwDs.

e Awareness/sensitivity on moral values regarding
PwDs be developed in children.

e Successful models be evolved and be known to
the people.

e NGOs/government representatives be engaged
for creating awareness on policy for PwDs.

e Timeframe be added in the draft policy for PwDs.

e Policy and programme need be kept separately.

e Horizon of definition of disability in the policy be
expanded.

e Need of categorizing disability in the draft policy.

Changes to be brought at society level

Institutional arrangements/mechanism

e Motivational measures for men marrying girls
with disabilities.

e Social participation (festivals, weddings, social
gatherings) of PwDs be encouraged.

e Corporate social responsibility
enhanced for PwDs.

(CSR) be

e Arrangements for inclusive education in order to
integrate children with disabilities with general
children.

e Complete compliance of UNCRPD’s declaration
‘“nothing for Uhss , calls wfar |
participation of PwDs/their representatives at
every stage of the actions being taken for them.
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Stakeholders Consultation Workshop on Draft Bihar State Policy for the Empowerment of Persons with Disabilities

Arrangements at health centres to ensure
detection of disability immediately after birth in
order to begin rehabilitation measures
immediately.

Alternative arrangements for persons born with
disabilities and persons developing disabilities at
different stages of life.

Financial arrangements: fundraising from local
bodies, self help groups (SHGs) for rehabilitation
of PwDs, permanent account.

Better inclusion system be evolved in premium
educational institutions.

Necessary assistance be provided for academic
process (higher education).

Promotion of assistive devices

Independent commission for PwDs be formed on
the line of Women’s Commission or Commission
for the protection of children’s rights.

Separate department for PwDs be created.
Certification procedure be made smooth and
hassle-free. Representative of PwDs be included
in the panel responsible for certification.

Support for PwDs in sports/para-athletes/para-
olympics.

Simplification of social security pension process.
Amount of social security pension be enhanced.
Loan process be simplified.
Jobs for persons having
development disabilities (IDD).
Special camps for providing support to PwDs be
organized at panchayat level/panchayat level
facilities for PwDs.

Committee of National Trust be set up at block
level.

Need based provisions for families supporting
PwDs. Family support be strengthened.

All health centres to have care points for PwDs.
Single window facilitation for PwDs.

Special schools in every district for providing
education to children with disability.

intellectual and

Policy level measures/strategic decisions.

Infrastructure

Because of being special in itself, each case of
disability needs to be taken up separately. There
should be no common vyardstick for every
category or every PwD.

Database on PwDs to be prepared, digitised and
made available on internet.

Punitive measures for officers not ensuring
compliances for the provisions for PwDs.
Provisions be made for the maintenance of

Disability-friendly structure be set-up at public
places.

Labelling buildings and accessibility through
Braille.

Dedicated staff for helping PwDs in traffic.
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Stakeholders Consultation Workshop on Draft Bihar State Policy for the Empowerment of Persons with Disabilities

children/persons with mentally retardation. Such
persons to be owned by government after the
death of their parents.

e Unemployment allowance be
unemployed PwDs.

e Reservation for PwDs in government jobs.
Reservation be provided like SC/ST.

e Monthly scholarship of Rs. 3000 be provided to
children with disabilities.

e Reservation for PwDs in local bodies.

e Health insurance for PwDs.

e Right time funding to NGOs working on the issue
of PwDs

e An officer be deputed at block level to take up
issues of PwDs.

o All PwDs be included in BPL category.

o Nodal officers be deputed in every office for
handling issues of disability.

provided to

At the end, Mr Ghosh consolidated and presented a summation of the presentations. His consolidation

points were presented in the following way:

Sectoral/implementation part Social
e Coordination of depart is inclusion. e Public awareness
o All departments are required to accomplish their | ¢ Three types of rehabilitation services:
responsibilities related to disability. Community based, outreach and institution
based.

Government should ensure access of Right to
Education to all PwDs.

Single window for certification and accessing
entitlements, simpler process

Assistive devices.

Legal aid by government

Rules for property inheritance for persons with
mental retardation.

Bill, 2014 (on PwDs) takes good care of these
aspects.

Political/cultural activities

Economic
e Employment and livelihood for PwDs, 5%
reservation  (Government of Chhatisgarh

provides 6% reservation).

e Skill development for increasing market value
(need of moving ahead from candles making and
routine type occupations)

e Inclusive groups to be formed and promoted.

Policy should include words like ‘para-olympics’.
Participation of PwDs to be enhanced in public
life, market place, social events.

Infrastructure

Special focus

e Barrier-free access
Braile, tactile, audio/video facilities

Girls and women with disabilities for gender
justice in disability
Disaster affected PwDs
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Stakeholders Consultation Workshop on Draft Bihar State Policy for the Empowerment of Persons with Disabilities

e Mental illness: most neglected area
e Mentally retarded persons to be identified.
e Homeless and destitute

The program was anchored by Prof. Anand Murty who ensured to use sign language for the deaf-dumb
children to interpret the inputs of resource persons. Vote of thanks was presented by Shri K.K.Sinha (BAS),
Senior Administrative Officer-SAKSHAM.

Way Forward
1. The final draft of policy would be prepared by incorporating the appropriate suggestions from the

stakeholders workshop.

2. Final draft of the policy would be presented to the Chief Secretary, GoB

Annexure I: Photo Gallery
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Group work in progress Presentation by groups

Annexure II: Group Work

Group I - Representatives from Deaf Community
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Group IV - Parents Group
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Annexure V: Workshop Schedule

Stakeholder Consultation Workshop, Patna

10th July, 2015

Venue: Hotel Patliputra Ashoka, Patna

Schedule
Time Activity Resource Person
9:00 to 10:00 Registration SAKSHAM staff
10:00 to 11:00 Welcome Address - Dir. Social Security Shri. Baidyanath Yadav, I1AS

Consultation Purpose - CEO, SAKSHAM

Shri. Imamuddin Ahmed

Remarks - Secretary SW & WCD, GoB

Shri. Arvind Kumar Chaudhary, 1AS

Remarks - Former Chief Secretary, GoB

Shri. Ashok Kumar Chaudhary, IAS

Remarks - Hon. Minister, SW & WCD, GoB

Hon. Smt. Ms. Lesi Singh

Vote of Thanks - State Programme Officer
(Disability)

Shri. Fazle Rabbani Siddiqui

11:00 to 11:15

Tea Break

11:15t0 12:30

Presentation of draft Policy
a) Introduction

b) Primary Policy Statement
c) Basic Premise

d) Policy Objectives

e) Guiding Principals

Shri. Samir Ghosh

12:30 to 1:30 Discussion All stakeholders

1:30 to 2:15 Lunch Break

2:15t0 4:15 Presentation of Sectoral Policy Statement with | Shri. Samir Ghosh
discussion

4:15to 4:30 Tea Break

4:30 to 5:00 Concluding Remarks by Secretary SW & WCD,

GoB

Shri. Arvind Kumar Chaudhary, 1AS
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Annexure VI: List of Participants
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